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shall be compelled to abandon them on the first
day " (of the enemy's invasion). The lawyers were
obdurate until the King held a " Bed of Justice'*
and commanded instant registration. By this means
and by the zeal of Rosny, into whose hands the
control of the finances was gradually passing, some
2,700,000 crowns were raised and it became possible
to press the siege of Amiens with vigour and at the
same time to check the renewed aggressions of
Mercoeur in Brittany, and of the Duke of Savoy on
the Eastern frontier, as well as to guard against the
intrigues and plots reported from various quarters,
last writhings of the scotched snake of the League.

During April and May the energy and care of
Biron prevented the Spaniards from throwing more
than one reinforcement of 600 men into Amiens and
drew a double line of entrenchments round the town
to the north of the Somme. Henry reached the
leaguer on June 7th and completed the investment
by extending his posts south of the river, but with-
out protecting them by defensive works.

The King found an army of barely 15,000 men,
which after his arrival quickly grew to 25,000, the
gentry showing their usual zeal when there was an
opportunity of fighting under the immediate com-
mand of the King. Queen Elizabeth was with diffi-
culty induced to fulfil her obligations under the
recent treaty and to send 2,000 men. The rebellion
in Ireland, the armament which, notwithstanding
the capture of Cadiz and of his fleet in the previous
year, Philip II. had,again equipped for the invasion
of England, were more than mere pretexts. But in